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Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Benefit Concert Awarded to Town of Cary



All-Star Spectacle to be Held at Koka Booth Amphitheatre







Cary, N.C. -- One of the biggest concert events of 2008 is coming to Koka Booth Amphitheatre in Cary on September 20th as the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, in conjunction with the John Entwistle Foundation, stage a benefit concert that is sure to be among the most anticipated shows in recent memory. 

Ticket information for the blockbuster concert will be released later this month and tickets will be available via Ticketmaster and the Koka Booth Amphitheatre box office.

The closely guarded line-up for the show that will also be released later this month will consist of an all-star band that will back some of Rock & Roll’s most legendary front men performing their individual or group’s greatest hits. 

“John Entwistle would have been the first performer to sign on for this historic concert if he was still with us so we will play this show in his honor,” said Steve Luongo, executive director of the John Entwistle Foundation and legendary drummer and producer for such groups as The John Entwistle Band, Mountain and others.

Proceeds from the concert -- which is being presented by the Town of Cary -- will benefit both the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum’s education outreach efforts and the John Entwistle Foundation’s program of providing musical instruments and music lessons to disadvantaged youths through the public library systems in communities across the country. John Entwistle was the legendary bass guitarist for The Who and is himself a Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee.

“Rock and Roll is such an important art form in our culture. No other art form has made an impact – both at the personal level and on the global level – like rock and roll,” said Terry Stewart, president & CEO of The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame + Museum.  “From war protests, to social change, to Farm Aid and Live Aid – rock and roll is a perennial political force.  Our goal is to use our exhibits, school programs, distance learning, books and lectures to tell the story of rock and roll.”

Koka Booth Amphitheatre was chosen to host the concert because of its reputation as one of the country’s most outstanding and picturesque outdoor concert venues; its size and the Rock Hall’s desire to create a concert event where ticket holders could be relatively close to the stage; the amphitheatre’s superior acoustics; and because the Town of Cary and its elected officials stepped forward with the financial and infrastructure support necessary to convince the Rock Hall’s national trustees to award the concert to Cary.

“This is going to be a fantastically cool event, and we are so proud to be able to bring this level of entertainment to our citizens and to our neighbors throughout North Carolina,” said Cary Mayor Harold Weinbrecht.

In addition to the concert, other planned activities include a week long celebration of the influence of rock and roll on society, VIP pre and post concert parties in both Cary and Raleigh, and a John Entwistle Foundation public library event in Cary.

“We are very pleased to be bringing a small piece of the Rock Hall experience to the Triangle and a region that has such a rich and diverse music history,” said Rick French, benefit concert chairman and a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame + Museum’s national board of trustees. “This concert will be a memorable experience that will be talked about for years to come by those that are fortunate enough to be able to attend.”

About The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

The Rock and Roll hall of Fame and Museum is a nonprofit organization that exists to educate visitors, fans and scholars from around the world about the history and continuing significance of rock and roll music. It carries out this mission through its operation of a world-class museum that collects, preserves, exhibits and interprets this art form and through its library, archives and numerous educational programs.

About The John Entwistle Foundation

Our primary mission is music education for underserved children. However, we have also done quite a bit for disaster relief. We feel, as John Entwistle did, that if we can help those in need that we should. Whenever we have chosen to get involved in various fund raising efforts beyond our own mission we do because quite simply that’s what John would have done.

Media Inquiries

All Rock and Roll Hall of Fame + Museum and John Entwistle Foundation related questions should be directed to Rick French @ (919) 277-1174 

All concert venue related questions should be directed to Koka Booth General Manager Becky Schmidt at (919) 462-2024

All Town of Cary related questions should be directed to Public Information Officer Susan Moran at (919) 460-4951. 
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